
WHAT IS A COMMERCIAL CIGARETTE MACHINE? 

An important and astounding victory.  That has been the big question since the U.S. Treasury published their  
TTB Ruling of September 30

th
, 2011. 

 
The ruling states that anyone who operates a commercial cigarette machine in a store is liable for 
cigarette taxes on the cigarettes produced regardless of whether the customer or the store  
operator operates the machine. 
 
 Upon receiving the ruling, Roll Your Own Filling Station went into court and obtained an injunction 
against the enforcement of the ruling. That stay remains in effect today and will remain in effect 
until and unless the Treasury Department gets a ruling from a court allowing them to enforce their 
ruling. You can see this ruling and the notice that the TTB has posted as a result of the courtôs ac-
tion by going to ttb.gov on the Internet. 
 
The ruling is poorly worded and there is confusion in the minds of some operators as to 
what a is classified as a ñcommercial cigarette machine.ò 
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Please turn over to continue reading 
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The State of Arkansas under House Bill 1950, that was approved on March 30, 2011 has now 
defined Commercial Machines as follows: 

 

ò A cigarette rolling machine that has the capability to roll two hundred (200) 

cigarettes in less than fifteen ( 15 ) minutes is presumed to be for commercial 

use.ó Under this law such machines cannot be possessed by licensed retailers 

in the State of Arkansas. 

Iôve read the Treasury Departments ruling and Iôve read the court documents. I think it is unlikely 
that the government can win their action. However, prudent RYO operators need to take defen-
sive actions to prolong their businesses if a ruling goes against them. 
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WILL THE GOVERNMENT WIN THE FEDERAL SUIT? 

Give us a call,  

1-877-449-5928 



WHAT ACTION CAN YOU TAKE?   
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How Can You Keep the Roll Your Own Customers Youõve 

Developed if the Ruling Goes the Wrong Way?    

We sell the Fresh Choice Electric Cigarette Machine. This machine is not a commercial ma-
chine. A close reading of the TTB regulation will lead you to conclude that this is a personal 
machine rather than a commercial machine. 
 
You should have a bank of these machines in your store so customers can make packs on 
them. Many stores make these small machines available so that customers can make men-
thol cigarettes. Customers can make a pack in about two minutes and a carton in about 20 
to 25 minutes. There is no royalty charge on these machines. 
 
You should also start selling the Fresh Choice Machines to customers. Sell them the ma-
chines for $499 and make a good margin. Sell these customers the tobacco and tubes so 
they can continue to make RYO cigarettes no matter what the courtôs rule. 
 
 

WHERE CAN I SEE THE PERSONAL MACHINES OPERATE?  

 
Go to www.tobaccoleaves.net to find out more about the Fresh Choice Electric Cigarette 
Machine. You can see it in action and you can see it being operated by customers in a store 
situation. If you have questions about the machine or the Tobacco Leaves program, call me 
at 707-449-5979. 

         - John Roscoe 
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Check us out on the web at www.tobaccoleaves.net 

Call today to order!   

1-877-449-5928 

http://www.tobaccoleaves

